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Tougher jail sentences set for those 
compromising safety to cut costs

NEWSLETTER 

For those of us working in the world of Health & Safety, the weight of responsibility on our shoulders is a constant presence. 
When thousands of fans pour into our stadiums every week, it is our job to ensure they all leave safely. Have sufficient security checks been carried out 
on all of the spectators entering the ground? Are the security cameras rolling to pick up the known troublemakers banned from getting inside? Are all 
stewards and staff fully prepared to react appropriately if tensions rise?  
The list goes on. In fact, the only thing beyond our control is the result on the pitch. 
Much work is done behind the scenes to ensure there are plans in place should a situation arise - whatever that situation may be.  
Now try making all those plans on a limited budget because money is tight. Would it be ever be ok to overlook a couple of those preparations just this 
once?  
I’m hoping you’ll be able to answer that yourselves. 
For the past few years, the issue of Health & Safety in the workplace (whatever that workplace) has been thrust into the public consciousness, with a 
noticeable trend arising of increasing penalties for health & safety offences. 
And now it has been announced that prison sentences could increase for those convicted of manslaughter - including gross negligence manslaughter - in 
England and Wales. 
The timing of these discussions could not come at a more pivotal time for Health & Safety; with the eyes of the world watching in the wake of The 
Grenfell Tower tragedy and the charging of numerous people connected with the Hillsborough disaster. 
It is the first time comprehensive guidelines have been drafted for the offences, which can include unintended death arising from an assault, or 
negligence by an employer. The Sentencing Council said sentence levels in most cases are unlikely to change, although it expects that in some gross 
negligence cases they will increase. 
It said there should be tougher sentences where death was caused by “long-standing and serious disregard” for safety which was “motivated by cost 
cutting”. 
These changes could mean jail terms of up to 18 years for those found guilty of gross negligence manslaughter. Under Health and Safety law, gross 
negligence manslaughter is the most serious offence that can be committed by an individual. It is used to prosecute persons who fail to have a duty of 
care for others and if the breach of that duty causes or materially contributes to a death.  
These proposals are open for consultation until October 10th and will come into force for sentencing, if approved, in December 2018. 
The circumstances vary greatly in different settings. However, in a work setting, it could cover employers who completely disregard the safety of 
employees or others that may be affected by this disregard. 
If your club or company is on a cost-cutting exercise, I would urge you to look at the reasons for this and ensure that safety is never compromised by 
reducing funds. For those you have a duty of care to protect, this could end in tragedy. And for you, it could mean years in jail.  
Book your place with the FSOA to ensure you are always at the forefront of safety legislations and standards - and NOT a place in prison. 

New sentencing guidelines are being considered for those convicted of gross negligence 
manslaughter. John Newsham, FSOA Business Development Manager, reminds us that safety should 

NEVER be compromised to save money

Norman Bettison and four other suspects  have 
appeared in court over allegations related to the 
Hillsborough disaster.
The latest landmark day in the Hillsborough 
campaign saw the five men appear before 
magistrates in Warrington.
Each suspect had their charges read out to them 
during a series of short hearings, set to be the first 
step in the court process since criminal proceedings 
were launched.
Those who have appeared in court include Bettison, 
ex-SYP officers Donald Denton and Alan Foster, 
former force solicitor Peter Metcalf and Graham 
Henry Mackrell - Sheffield Wednesday Football 
Club’s company secretary and safety officer at the 
time of the 1989 tragedy.

Bettison, a former SYP officer who went on to 
become Chief Constable of Merseyside and West 
Yorkshire Police, is charged with four offences of 
misconduct in public office relating to alleged lies 
about his involvement in the aftermath of the tragedy 
and the cu lpabi l i ty o f fans.Former Chief 
Superintendent Denton and ex-Detective Chief 
Inspector Foster are charged with perverting the 
course of public justice relating to material changes 
made to witness statements. Metcalf, the solicitor 
who acted for SYP during the Taylor Inquiry and the 
first inquests, is also charged with doing acts with 
intent to pervert the course of public justice in 
relation to witness statements. And Mackrell is 
charged with two offences under the Safety of 

Sports Grounds Act 1975 and one offence under the 
Health and Safety at Work Act (1974). 
Magistrates Court hearings are the first stage of the 
criminal court process and typically see defendants 
have their charges read to them after being asked to 
confirm their personal details. The cases have now 
been sent to Preston Crown Court on September 6.
The only suspect not listed to appear in court is 
David Duckenfield, the match commander on the 
day of the tragedy, who faces 95 counts of 
manslaughter by gross negligence. 
That is because the Crown Prosecution Service 
needs to lift a legal order imposed by a senior judge 
at the end of a private prosecution against him 
before it can proceed with new charges.

Hillsborough prosecutions: Accused in court
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Exhibition space SOLD OUT for FSOA 
Autumn Conference & Exhibition 

All space for exhibitors at The FSOA’s Autumn Conference & Exhibition has been taken, with now just a handful of 
spaces remaining for delegates wishing to attend the much-anticipated event.
There are also only a few rooms remaining at the venue, The Crowne Plaza Hotel in Stratford-upon-Avon, for those 
wanting to stay overnight.
The event, on October 3rd and 4th, will mark the 25th anniversary of The FSOA.
More than 20 organisations from the safety and events industries have already signed up to showcase their products 
and services whilst representatives from dozens more have booked their places to network with fellow experts and 
learn about the latest in safety practices.
As it marks the milestone 25th anniversary of the FSOA, the event will include celebrations to honour the 
organisation’s invaluable and ever-evolving work to improve safety procedures at stadiums across the UK.
Preparations are well under way for the event, which will include a packed programme of talks, interactive workshops 
and Q&As with high-profile speakers. It will also include a boat trip along the River Avon - which has also sold out - 
whilst football legend Kevin Keegan will relive tales about his illustrious career as the guest speaker following the 
evening dinner on October 4th.
Events and venue security specialist, Showsec, is once again the main sponsor of the event whilst leading 
surveillance company, Dallmeier, is continuing its support of the FSOA as associate sponsor for the event.
John Newsham, FSOA Business Development Manager, said: “We are delighted that all exhibition space has now 
sold out and that only a few places remain for people wishing to attend the event.
“The events are always well received as they bring together experts to network and share best practice. As the 
October event marks the 25th anniversary of the FSOA, we are hoping it will be an extra celebration of the wonderful 
work the organisation has done, and continues to do, to improve safety.
“If you haven’t booked your place yet, make sure you do so soon so you don’t miss out on what promises to be 
another informative, interesting - and fun - event.”

Under rule 9.1 of the FSOA's constitution, the Management Board voted in favour of the inclusion at the October 
conference and as part of the agenda to hold an Extraordinary General Meeting (EGM).
This will be to allow the members to vote on a proposed name change and a re-brand of the logo for the 
association.  
This proposal has arisen as the association celebrates its 25th anniversary and looks forward to the direction it 
wishes to take in the future. Members will have a chance to discuss/debate this at the conference before voting.

EGM called by FSOA Management Board 
at upcoming October Conference

Delegates and exhibitors at the FSOA conference & Exhibition in March
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October 3rd & 4th 2017

Crowne Plaza Hotel I Stratford-upon-Avon

EXHIBITION SPACE NOW SOLD OUT!

Tuesday 3rd October: Curry & quiz night with celebratory boat trip 
on the River Avon is now completely SOLD OUT 

 Wednesday 4th October: Places still available for day delegates (£70)  

ONLY A HANDFUL OF ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR OVERNIGHT STAYS

DON'T MISS OUT! BOOK NOW

25th Anniversary 
Conference & Exhibition
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Football Steward Physical 
Intervention Training 

x Train stewards to move and eject supporters safely, 
reducing the risk of injury to all concerned. 

x Help your club comply with Health & Safety laws by 
keeping staff and supporters safe.  

x Reduce the risk of legal action against your club.  
 

“Intelligensa provide outstanding training to staff at Arsenal 
Football Club, giving staff the skills, knowledge and 

confidence to perform their roles.” 
Sharon Cicco, Event Safety & Security Manager, Arsenal Football Club 

 

Call for a free trial session 
01707 654317 

 

www.intelligensa.co.uk 
 

Celtic closes ‘safe standing’ area for 
two matches after reckless behaviour

Celtic FC was forced to close the ‘Green 
Brigade’ safe standing section of Celtic Park 
stadium temporarily after serious incidents 
of unsafe behaviour from fans.
The Scottish club wrote to the 900 season-ticket 
holders affected to explain its position and next 
steps.
The decision, which was taken amid serious 
safety concerns and after discussion with the 
police, followed events at the matches against 
Hearts in May and then Linfield.
Celtic said the safe standing area of the 
stadium had been working very well until the 
final game of last season against Hearts, when 
large numbers of flares were smuggled in and 
set off under banners within the Green Brigade 
section.
The Glasgow club announced a two-game 
closure of a 900-capacity section of the safe-
standing area at Celtic Park for their Champions 
League home tie against Rosenborg and the 
Ladbrokes Premiership visit of Hearts following 
the “serious incidents of unsafe behaviour”.
Fans in the area housing the Green Brigade 
ultras-style group held a pyrotechnic display in 
the final Parkhead game of last season and 
Celtic were fined around £20,000 by UEFA for 
“blocked stairways” and “illicit banner” charges 
relating to the European game against Linfield. 
The section is being reopened following the 
club’s league opener - but some fans will 
remain suspended. 
A club statement revealed the majority of 
season-ticket holders would be readmitted after 
the Hearts game. It added: “The club is now in 
the process of writing to those supporters to 
inform them of this decision and to confirm the 
control measures which are in place to allow the 
area to be reopened and operated safely by the 
club. “We fully understand that this has been a 
difficult period for those affected. However, the 
decision was taken amidst serious safety 
concerns. The club is continuing to investigate 
events from the matches against Hearts and 
Linfield and a number of fans within this area 
remain suspended.”
“Celtic will continue to liaise with these 
supporters as well as the relevant stadium 
safety authorities. Our objective is to work 
towards re-opening the section in full, 
something which can only be achieved by 
ensuring a safe environment which meets the 
requirements of the Safety Advisory Group.”
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For more information about the 
FSOA, to learn more 

about the benefits of being a 
member, to book your place at 
our October conference or to 
enquire about advertising in 
this newsletter for as little as 
£50 per month (+VAT), visit 

www.fsoa.org.uk, email 
info@fsoa.org.uk or call 01254 

841771

FS   AFS   A
FOOTBALL SAFETY OFFICERS ASSOCIATION

The FSOA is delighted to welcome new members: 
Katy Lavender, deputy safety officer FC United Manchester
Kevin Stump, covering Gloucester FC & Swindon Town FC for 
(INSADIA)
Tim Wordsworth, safety officer Carlisle United FC
Mark Smith, Forest Green Rovers

We also welcome new corporate members:

Tony Pinder has stepped down as safety officer at Blackpool but will 
remain a member of the FSOA
Stephen Needham takes over as the Safety officer at Blackpool and 
David Hargreaves is the new deputy SO

The next NW regional meeting will take 
place on September 21st at Liverpool FC

NEWS FOR MEMBERS 

Two killed in South Africa stadium crush
At least two people have been killed and 17 injured 
in a crush at South Africa's biggest stadium, football 
officials say.
It took place during the Soweto derby between football 
c lubs Kaizer Chiefs and Or lando Pirates in 
Johannesburg.
Orlando Pirates said the crush happened when people 
attempted to push their way through the gates into the 
87,000-capacity FNB stadium.
Authorities allowed the pre-season cup game to 
continue.
Public safety official Michael Sun said on Twitter that all 
gates at the stadium had been opened to ensure crowd 
control and that the situation was later brought under 
control.
Of the 17 injured, one is in a critical condition, the 
stadium managers said: We are saddened by the 
fatalities this afternoon due to a number of people 
attempting to push through the gates
Reports said that live television coverage of the match, 
which Kaizer Chiefs won 1-0, showed no obvious 
disturbance.
The stadium served as the venue for Nelson Mandela's 
first speech after his release from prison in 1990, and is 
where the memorial for Mr Mandela was held in 2013.

It was rebuilt for the 2010 football World Cup, where it 
was known as Soccer City and hosted the final between 
Spain and the Netherlands.
In April 2001, 43 supporters died in a crush during 
another match between Kaizer Chiefs and Orlando 
Pirates at the Ellis Park stadium in Johannesburg.
And 10 years before that, 42 people died in a crush 
between the same two teams at the Oppenheimer 
Stadium in the city of Orkney.

The FNB Stadium in Johannesburg
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