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Welcoming back your supporters 
with confidence

The return to football in England is at the top of the news agenda.  

The Government wants to see football being played.  The 

supporters want it too. 

Clubs have rightly thought carefully about the safety of their players and staff and read the 

considerable advice prepared by, for example, the EFL, including their Return to Training 

Protocols.

Now the time has come to open stadiums for matches.

The task is to navigate the regulatory framework to get stadiums open and games played 

safely.  How should Clubs plan for and implement a safe return to football matches in 

stadiums? 

The Safety Advisory Group ("SAG") Chair will be required to carefully consider the 

operational plans and procedures outlined by Clubs and factor in all of the Guidance on the 

subject.  Clubs will want to ensure that this process runs as smoothly as possible and to 

increase player and staff confidence.
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How we can help

We have worked with Clubs in the Premier League and EFL over many years guiding them 

through risk assessing, SAG meetings and the regulatory framework and are proud to be 

members of the Football Safety Officers Association.  Our knowledge of SAG related issues 

is unrivalled: for instance we know that everyone will have a viewpoint they want to get 

across; although some parties are keener than others to do so.  

What should be the approach to risk assessing and planning?  What happens if there 

are objections?  How does a Club deal with objections from, for instance, the Police?

We provide practical, strategic advice in dealing with the following, which are central to the 

operation now:  

• Navigating the Safety of Sports Ground Act 1975;

• Analysing guidance issued by the UK Government, EFL and SGSA;

• Risk assessing and planning at the stadium;

• Building consensus with the SAG: Regulators, Police and other interested parties;

• Analysing objections and responding robustly;

• Advising on the best approach to the SAG meeting and subsequent conversations;

• Advising / Representing Clubs in appeals to the Magistrates Court if necessary.
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Our experts
to get you there

Tim has earned his stripes as a sports regulatory lawyer helping clubs in 

their dealings with the SAG and in the Courts.

He was instructed in perhaps the longest running and hardest fought SAG 

process since records began, involving objections from Gold Commanders and 

the National Lead for the Policing of Football at the NPCC, multiple meetings, 

reviews and ultimately a successful court case over many months where 

strategy and building consensus was critical to securing a successful 

outcome. The SAG bended to the Club's way of thinking after prolonged 

engagement by the Club with the Local Authority and other SAG members 

(notably SGSA) with Tim getting under the skin of the Club as part of this most 

confrontational of SAGs. 

Tim is at the forefront of sports lawyers when it comes to helping Clubs navigate 

the legal framework, regulatory process and SAG meetings.

Tim is a member of the FSOA and Health and Safety Lawyers Association (HSLA).
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Tim Williamson

Managing Associate

Tim.Williamson@footanstey.com

+44 (0)2380 173032

+44 (0)7816 335521

Nathan leads Foot Anstey's multi-disciplinary risk advisory offering which 

is underpinned by an Anticipate, Prevent, Cure approach to risk issues to 

prevent risk issues getting in the way of your growth activity. 

His specialism is health and safety and he is recognised by Chambers Directory 

of lawyers as a leading individual in the field. The guide describes him as "very 

good at explaining issues and getting to the bottom of the problem, and gives 

definitive and practical answers."

Nathan worked with Tim Williamson on the most significant SAG related case in 

the last 12 months. He also represents clubs facing FA disciplinary charge, most 

recently in relation to a charge of failing to control fans at an EFL play off semi-

final game.

Nathan is a member of the FSOA and Health and Safety Lawyers Association 

(HSLA).

Nathan Peacey

Partner

Nathan.Peacey@footanstey.com

+44 (0)117 9154988 

+44 (0)7968 427063
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Our experts
to get you there

Chris has acted for Championship and Premier League clubs for nearly 20 

years, with a specific emphasis on safety, policing, stadium management and 

licensing.

Notably he advised Arsenal and Chelsea as part of a consortium of clubs in the Met 

Police area in respect of new SPS contracts, and led negotiations with the Met to 

agree on the contract form. He has also advised numerous SAGs in relation to 

sport and large scale events, negotiated with DCMS and SGSA on stewarding and 

security requirements and advised on numerous Safety Certificate and Premises 

Licence issues for football grounds, racecourses and other venues. 

Chris has been the Legal Partner for the FSOA for over a decade, and has lectured 

on Stadium Safety at Easingwold as an Associate of the Emergency Planning 

College. 
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Chris Pritchett

Partner

Chris.Pritchett@footanstey.com

+44 (0)117 9154928 

+44 (0)7816 275507

Mark has a wide range of experience advising sports clubs, in particular 

football clubs, on a number of commercial arrangements.

His experience includes negotiating sponsorship agreements and kit manufacture 

agreements, drafting a full suite corporate hospitality terms including club 

membership "house rules", advising on season ticket cancellations and negotiating 

the installation of innovative technology services at stadiums. 

Mark has also advised Premier League and Championship clubs on their 

agreements with local police forces for special police services, notably negotiating 

directly with the London Metropolitan Police on behalf of Arsenal and Chelsea to 

ensure a safe and reasonable police presence at football games in London. 

Mark sat on the panel for member questions at a number of FSOA conferences 

and attended all FSOA conferences from 2015-2017.

Mark Searle

Associate

Mark.Searle@footanstey.com

+44 (0)1392 685212 

Confidential



www.footanstey.com

Foot Anstey 
at a glance
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This information is provided for general information only. It is not legal advice and should not be 

relied upon as such. We accept no responsibility or liability for any use of this content. Please 

do contact us if you wish to obtain legal advice.

2020 Foot Anstey LLP. All rights reserved. Foot Anstey LLP is a limited liability partnership 

registered in England and Wales (registered no. OC360255); its registered office address is Salt 

Quay House, 4 North East Quay, Sutton Harbour, Plymouth, PL4 0BN. It is a licensed body 

(ABS) authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority (SRA authorisation no. 

558012). Its VAT number is GB 260 1562 34.

The term ‘Partner’ refers to a member of Foot Anstey LLP. A list of members is open to 

inspection at our registered office. Please click here for our legal statement.
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The contents of this proposal and all correspondence (whether written or verbal communication) 

are strictly confidential and commercially sensitive and the recipient shall not, without Foot 

Anstey LLP’s prior written consent, disclose, copy, reproduce, distribute or pass on such 

content to any person or third-party other than for the purpose of reviewing and evaluating the 

proposal. The recipient must ensure that their employees, consultants and agents are also 

bound to comply with this condition of confidentiality.

http://www.footanstey.com/regulation-compliance/legal-statement

